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Mr. Hugo Gurdon
Executive Editor
The Hill
733 15th Street NW
Washington, D.C.

20005

To the Editor:

I was surprised to read a story titled "Con~;ress Veils Appropriations Spending Totals"
in the May 28th issue of your publication. This bi~~arre account detailed a purported
"agreement" between the House and Senate appropriators to avoid setting totals for individual
spending bills. As the Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, I can safely say that
this story is false. Section 302(b) of the Congress:lonal Budget Act of 1974 gives the House
and Senate Appropriations Committees the authority to set funding allocations for the 13
appropriations bills.

According to your account, these totals would remain fluid and never be formally
approved by the full Appropriations Committees. I have no intention of doing this because it
would be inconsistent with long established budge:tary procedures and would have the practical
effect of having a subcommittee produce a spendi][lg bill without knowing how much money
they have to spend.

It is my intention to allocate the resources provided by the Budget Resolution to the 13
individual appropriations bills and to have these a]llocations ratified by the membership of the
Committee in a public session. Last year, my Cornmittee announced its allocations on June 21 5t

and they were ratified by the full committee shortly thereafter. This year, I envision a similar,
if not more aggressive, timetable.

In the future, before reporting agreements between the House and Senate
Appropriations Committees, I would request that :vou get your facts straight.
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